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New leadership to guide award-winning Chicago Harbor Safety 

Committee 

   
CHSC President Mike McElroy (from left), Vice President Don Campbell and Secretary/Treasurer were 
elected by their fellow Board members to two-year terms of leadership. 
 

New officers for the Chicago Harbor Safety Committee were elected by the Committee to serve 

two-year terms. President Mike McElroy, Vice President Don Campbell, and Secretary/Treasurer 

Tom Blakely bring experienced leadership to the nationally recognized Chicago Harbor Safety 

Committee. 

Established in 2013 at the request of the US Coast Guard, the Chicago Harbor Safety Committee 

(CHSC) promotes safety, security, and operational efficiency on the waters of the Chicago River 

and Lake Michigan. CHSC is a partnership between the private sector and government agencies 

and plays a pivotal role in representing the diverse users of the increasingly activated Chicago 

Area Waterways. 

President McElroy previously served as CHSC’s Vice President (2022), Passenger Vessel sector 

representative (2020), and chaired the Navigation, Emergency Preparedness and Education 

Committees. Recognized by his industry peers for his work on developing safety and emergency 

response programs, Captain McElroy is the former Chair of the Passenger Vessel Association 

(PVA) Safety and Security Committee, current Chair of the Engineering Committee, and 

recipient of the prestigious PVA Roger Murphy National Marine Safety Award. He is also a two-

time recipient of the USCG Meritorious Service Award. He is currently Director of Marine 
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Operations and Regulatory Affairs for Wendella Sightseeing after serving 34 years in the 

industry. 

 

Vice President Campbell previously served as CHSC’s Treasurer (2020-2022). Campbell is a 

founding member of the committee and was the first stakeholder from the Barge and Towing 

industry to be elected to leadership. Chicago’s port system is one of the nation’s largest and 

complex with Campbell having over 25 years’ experience in the marine construction and 

logistics industry. He is Manager of Operations and Compliance for Middle River Marine. 

 

Secretary/Treasurer Blakely previously served as Communications Director for CHSC. An active 

advocate of the maritime community, Captain Blakely’s work focuses on connecting maritime 

members, training, and supporting their well-being at all levels of their development. Blakely is 

involved with International Ship Masters’ Associations and is National Marine Administrative 

Manager for City Experiences. 

 

After a productive 2022, the group wants to keep the momentum going and has several new 

initiatives planned. Last year, CHSC worked in partnership with the U.S. Army Corp of 

Engineers, Chicago District, to address safety issues from the high volume of boaters going 

through the Chicago Harbor Lock. The group produced a Chicago Harbor Lock Safety Guide 

and launched it for the busy 2022 boating season. This safety campaign lowered lock person in 

the water incidents by 70%.  

 

“I am honored to be placed in this important role of leadership for the CHSC. We accomplished 

a great deal with input from our stakeholder and partners in 2022. My goal is to continue our 

partnerships and be problem-solvers,” said President McElroy. “Thanks to my fellow officers, 

the sector reps, members, and government agencies for their outstanding innovative work and 

collaboration. We have so much more to achieve together.”  

McElroy is first to acknowledge that CHSC’s success wouldn’t be possible without leadership 

from the hard work of past administrations and effective partnerships. In 2019, the CHSC 

received honors from the US Coast Guard as Harbor Safety Committee of the Year. US Coast 

Guard Marine Sector Chicago Unit (MSU) understands this valuable partnership. “CHSC is a 

huge asset to the Coast Guard’s mission of safety and compliance,” says Commanding Officer 

CDR Timothy Tilghman. “What is unique about the Chicago port is coordinating safety for the 

sheer number of users and large-scale waterway events. The communication and multi-agency, 

multi stakeholder, coordination the CHSC conducts is invaluable. CHSC activity and partnership 

helps to save lives, while increasing the effective and efficient use of the waterway.” 
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Partners that CHSC interacts with include local, state, regional, and federal agencies. As CHSC 

membership continues to grow, leadership wants to make sure the group reflects the needs of its 

members. CHSC will kick off the year with a membership survey to be sent out in the coming 

weeks with their first quarterly meeting notice. For more information about this group, please 

contact info@chicagoharborsafety.org. 

 

 

# # # 

The CHSC is an Illinois non-for-profit and was established, at the request of the US Coast Guard, to 

provide a broad-based proactive stakeholder’s forum; and to form a partnership between the private 

sector and government agencies, for identifying, assessing, planning, communicating, and implementing 

operational and environmental measures that ensure the safe, secure, efficient and balanced 

management, operation, and development of Chicago area waterways, including the waters of the 

Chicago River and Lake Michigan. 

The CHSC is comprised of a diverse representation of waterways stakeholder organizations from the 

following CAWS sectors: Commercial Vessel Operators/Passenger, Commercial Vessel Operators/Barge 

& Towing, Bareboat Charter Operations, Merchant Mariners/Passenger, Barge & Towing, Recreational 

Boating (Powerboat & Sailing) Organizations, Human-Powered Craft (Paddling & Rowing) Organizations, 

Civic/Neighborhood/Environmental Advocacy Organizations, Shoreline Facility Operators/Business 

Owners/Developers 
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